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Mary Zobro 

A senior graduating this De-

cember, Ms. Mary Zobro has 

been serving as an intern at the 

Barnes-Hiscock Mansion in 

Syracuse, New York. While at 

the museum Mary has devel-

oped an educational program 

for young people and is organ-

izing a program for students 

from Nottingham High School 

to visit the mansion as part of 

their regular curriculum. In ad-

dition to her outreach duties, 

Mary is busy conducting new 

research about the history of 

the mansion as well as the 

Barnes and Hiscock families at 

Le Moyne College.  

A Message from the Editor 
Dear Friends of the History Department, 

Welcome to the fall 2015 edition of the History Department’s electronic newslet-

ter. Starting with this edition we are now calling our little communiqués “The 

Chouaguen” as a way of recognizing our community’s rich history (see map).  

As is the case every fall semester, we are busy teaching classes, conducting 

research, and attending sundry meetings. The latter come in waves as we are 

revising the major for the first time in over twenty years. Look for more infor-

mation on this and other recent developments in future editions. I would like to 

once again thank Terri White for producing “The Chouaguen” as well as my 

colleague Chris Mack for his tremendous service as department chair these 

past three years. As he steps down none will miss his valuable leadership and 

wit more than I! Meanwhile, we hope you enjoy catching up with some of our 

faculty and students.  

 

Sincerely, 

Frank J. Byrne     



        

 

Dr. Chong Jin Oh 
SUNY Oswego’s Fulbright Scholar 

 
Q. Where and what do you teach in the Republic of Korea (South Korea)? 
A. I’m a professor at Hankuk University of Foreign Studies in Seoul and it is one of the 
best schools in Korea for teaching foreign studies, area studies, and languages. I am af-
filiated with four departments within the university. The Department of Turkish-
Azerbaijani Studies (undergraduate), Department of Middle East and African Studies 
(graduate), Department of International Relation (graduate), and Department of Turkic 

Studies (graduate) which was established this year. 

Q. How does Hankuk University differ from ours? 

A. In HUFS, student major is taught inter-disciplinary thus the students focus on all as-

pects of it including economics, history, political science, and languages. HUFS students 

are trained to be glocalized experts since our economy is based off of trade, basical-

ly.  “Think global but stay local” which is the motto our school. Part of their undergradu-

ate education is "Studying abroad" and this  is almost compulsory to all HUFS stu-

dents. We actually have seven students from Hankuk University here at SUNY Oswego this semester. Among 120 stu-

dents at my undergraduate department, over 100 students are experiencing a semester or a year at foreign country 

institutions to learn culture, language and their majors. 

Q. What is a Fulbright scholar and what are your goals while you are here? 
A. It’s an international exchange to promote relationships with other scholar’s world-wide and is funded and managed 
by the U.S. Government. They have grants for teaching and research and although I will be teaching “Modern Asia” 
next semester, I am actually here on a research grant. I will be studying the Korea-Turkey Middle Power Cooperation 
and its impact on the American Alliance System. I have known Dr. Yasar for many years and I look forward to collabo-
rating with him. I also want to interact with American’s in order to learn your culture as well, including the education 

system. 

Q. Do you have any published works I could read if I want to learn more about your area of study? 
A. They can be found online (hyperlinked): “Constructing Culturally Proximate Spaces through Social Network Ser-
vices: The Case of Hallyu (Korean Wave) in Turkey”, “Comparative Analysis of the Ahiska (Meskhetian) Turks and Ko-
reans in Post-soviet Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan: the making of diaspora identity and culture”, and “Diaspora National-

ism: The case of Ethnic Korean Minority in Kazakhstan and its Lessons from the Crimean Tatars in Turkey”. 

Q. Did anyone warn you about our winters? 
A. Dr. Yasar did explain what Oswego is like in the winter and I was actually a bit nervous because of what I heard on 
the news about NY last winter. However, my daughter, who is 10 years old, is very excited about snow and we are 
looking forward to experiencing. We do have four seasons in Seoul but have never experienced this magnitude of the 
snowfall before. I come from a city that is about the size of New York City and I am looking forward to exploring the 

green countryside of upstate NY while I can since it’s sort of a hobby of mine.  

Q. Do you speak other languages besides Korean and English? Can you teach me something? 
A. I have lived in seven countries and traveled to 35 and I can speak Korean, Turkish, Azeri, Uzbek and English. For 

reading I know intermediate Russian. I actually learned English by going to school in Turkey. 

No pain, no gain  in Korean  "고통 없이는 얻는 게 없다" 

   in Turkish  “Kolay para yoktur” 
 
Q. If I were to visit Korea, what do you recommend I see? 
A. I recommend visiting Seoul, Panmun-jeom, Busan, and Jeju Island. Seoul and Busan are very large cities with very 

unique qualities. Seoul is the largest city in the country and the capitol. Busan is a seaport and called the gateway 
to the sea and where cruise ships can be found. Panmun-jeom is at the border between North and South Korea and 
shows the reality of the Korean separation. Jeju Island is also known as the Korean Hawaii since it’s very similar in 

climate; they also grow pineapples too.   

Interview conducted by History Graduate Student Erin Conway. 

VISITING FULLBRIGHT SCHOLAR 

http://www.ciaonet.org/attachments/24228/uploads
http://www.ciaonet.org/attachments/24228/uploads
http://www.academia.edu/11577456/COMPARATIVE_ANALYSIS_OF_THE_AHISKA_MESKHETIAN_TURKS_AND_KOREANS_IN_POST-SOVIET_KAZAKHSTAN_AND_UZBEKISTAN_THE_MAKING_OF_DIASPORA_IDENTITY_AND_CULTURE_Anah_tar_Kelimeler
http://www.academia.edu/11577456/COMPARATIVE_ANALYSIS_OF_THE_AHISKA_MESKHETIAN_TURKS_AND_KOREANS_IN_POST-SOVIET_KAZAKHSTAN_AND_UZBEKISTAN_THE_MAKING_OF_DIASPORA_IDENTITY_AND_CULTURE_Anah_tar_Kelimeler
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00905990600617623?journalCode=cnap20#preview
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00905990600617623?journalCode=cnap20#preview
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Dr. David Conrad, Emeriti Professor: 
 
 David’s prolific record of scholarship continues apace 
as he has published articles in The Cambridge World His-
tory (Volume V) and the Oxford Bibliographies in African 
Studies. In addition to writing, in 2014-15 David presented 
academic papers from London to Burkina Faso. Remarka-
bly, he even found time to work on an archaeological pro-
ject in Dakajalan, Mali. When not traveling the globe David 
and his wife live in California.  
 

 

Dr. Geraldine Forbes, Emeriti Professor: 

Since her retirement in 2013, Distinguished Teaching Professor 

Geraldine Forbes has been spending winters in Kolkata, India 

teaching in Women’s Studies, History and South Asian Studies 

at Calcutta University. She will return to India in December 2015 

to begin a four-month period as a Visiting Professor at Presi-

dency University in Kolkata. Forbes continues to work on a 

number of research projects, advise graduate students, com-

ment on manuscripts, and participate in dissertation-to-book 

workshops. Her most recent publication was an article entitled: 

“Good Christians and Bloodthirsty Savages: Samuel Perrine’s 

Presentations of the Nagas.”  

 

Dr. Karen Nicholas, Emeriti  

Professor: 

 

 Over the past few years Karen 

has become heavily engaged in a 

number of social, cultural, and 

environmental issues. For some 

time now her work with Blessings 

in a Backpack, which is part of a 

national organization that sends 

these children home on Fridays 

with food for each weekend of the 

school year, has been especially 

satisfying.  The Oswego-Fulton 

chapter is organized and operat-

ed by three churches that feed 

250 local children on a regular 

basis. Environmental concerns, 

for example supporting initiatives 

to limit hydro-fracking in New 

York State has taken up much of 

Karen’s time as well. Last fall Ka-

ren wrote and received a grant 

from the Oswego City-County 

Youth Bureau to hold a Renais-

sance Youth Festival where she 

prepared a display of Renais-

sance art and architecture. A 

number of her former students, 

including Ian Mumpton, Andrew 

Popiel, and Chris Gentile partici-

pated in the festival as well.  

 

HISTORY DEPARTMENT EMERITI FACULTY UPDATE 



 

 

HISTORY DEPARTMENT FACULTY  

Professor Dr. Gwen Kay  
 Publication: “Remaking Home Economics: Resourcefulness and Innovation in Changing Times,”  
The book emerged from a conference celebrating the 150th anniversary of the Morrill Land Grant Act. 
Practitioners and historians examined various aspects of home economics (now family & consumer 
science) from its earliest years to the present day. Along with the conference organizer, I helped edit 
the volume, and also contributed a chapter.   
 
Kay wrote a chapter on “Changing Names, Keeping Identity” and co-
authored the book’s introduction and final chapter, titled “Looking Around, 
Thinking Ahead.” “Remaking Home Economics” features 14 chapters in 
four subsections: home economics philosophy, social responsibility and 
outreach; achieving well-being through food and clothing; race and gender 

in home economics careers; and home economics identity and continuity.  
 
 
After teaching HIS 367: Global Disease as a "regular" (face-to-face) class, 
and an online class over the summer, the next step is a hybrid of face-to-
face and online instruction. This course will utilize the best of what the web 
has to offer, and the best of what Professor Kay have to offer, to create a 
course in which the students actively learn and engage with the material --
as they do in every course -- but do so asynchronously. I will maintain an 
active presence in person, and online. I am grateful to the department that I 
am able to participate in this pilot project. 
 
 

Associate Professor Dr. Mark Kulikowski 

I recently received word that my article, "Fantasy Flights: The Soviet Airship Program 1930-1938" has 

been accepted for publication by Icon: Journal of the International Committee for the History of Tech-

nology.  Now I will be turning my attention in several different directions.  First, I will be continuing my 

research on the treatment of Ho Chi Minh in Soviet and Russian publications since 1990s.  This topic 

remains unexplored by historians.  Second, I will be finalizing my research and preparing a manuscript 

dealing with Leon Czolgosz, Anarchism and Nativism.  My research indicates that while Czolgosz (as 

the assassin of President McKinley in 1901) was only of concern to the American public for roughly six 

weeks, his trial and execution raised many troubling questions about American anarchism, nativism 

and the insanity defense. This topic too has remained largely unexplored by historians.  In terms of ser-

vice, in April 2015, the Library of Congress created the "Mark Kulikowski Collection", housed in the Ra-

re Books Division.  It is the culmination (and continuation) of my acquisition and donation to the li-

brary of rare Soviet books from the period 1917-1922. At present the collection numbers over 132 vol-

umes.  Likewise, the "Mark Kulikowski Collection" at Special Collections in the Bartle Library of Bing-

hamton University continues to grow.  At present, it is comprised of over 200 books and 21 linear feet 

of publications, posters, photographs, postcards and artifacts devoted to the history of Binghamton 

and surrounding communities.   



 

 

Visiting Assistant Professor Dr. Lyn Blanchfield  
Is SUNY Oswego US Student Fulbright Program 
Advisor.  Professor Blanchfield advised and ac-
companied two senior history majors Emily 
Markstein and Jason Snider, who presented their 
papers at the 36

th
 Annual Medieval and Renais-

sance Forum Conference, at Keene State Univer-
sity, Keene, New Hampshire, April 24 and 25, 
2015.  "Medici Women in Renaissance Florence: Rede-
fining Power and Wielding Authority Through Past and 
Present Relationships" Emily Markstein, and "The Ef-
fects of Gutsherrschaft on Late Medieval Baltic Cul-

ture", Jason Snider.  Also, at the Third Annual Sym-
posium on Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 
Saint Louis University, St. Louis, Missouri. June 
15-17, 2015, Professor Blanchfield presented “The 
Urban Pig: Civic Honor, the Law, and Animals in 
the Medieval Italian City-State”.  She revised and 
taught HIS 212 Women in History in Spring 2015. 

Assistant Professor Dr. Murat Yasar  
This is my third year in the Department of Histo-
ry. So far, it has been a very rewarding experi-
ence to work with such great scholars and stu-
dents in our department. I am currently working 
on a book project and developing a new course 
on minorities in the Middle East and the Balkans 
with geospatial information systems (GIS) com-
ponents. In the 2014-15 academic year, I pub-
lished the following: 
  
"Ivan Petrovich Novosiltsev." In Christian-
Muslim Relations. A Bibliographical History. Vol. 
7: Central and Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa and 
South America (1500-1600). Edited by David 
Thomas and John Chesworth, 426-429. Leiden 
and Boston: Brill, 2015.  
"Evliya Çelebi in the Circassian Lands: Vam-
pires, Tree Worshippers, and Pseudo-Muslims." 
Acta Orientalia 67/1: 75-96. 
"The Shiites of Lebanon under Ottoman Rule, 
1516-1718 by Stefan Winter." The International 
History Review 36: 577-78. 
"The Circassian Genocide by Walter Richmond." 
The Russian Review 74: 328-330. 

Adjunct Professor Dr. Sarah Lynch  

I am a relative newcomer to the depart-

ment, starting as an adjunct instructor in 

August 2014. The past year has been 

very exciting for me and, of course, very 

busy! As well as teaching classes on the 

ancient and medieval worlds, I published 

an article on the ins and outs of re-

searching medieval pupils [“Pupils and 

Sources in Late Medieval Lyon.” Es-

pacio, Tiempo y Educación 2 no. 2 (July, 

2015):289-311]. I also have a chapter 

coming out in a collected volume from 

Brepols at the end of October. This will 

discuss the social and economic posi-

tion of school teachers within a medieval 

French city, how they were viewed by 

their contemporaries, and how they used 

associations with the municipal govern-

ment and local church authorities in or-

der to advance their careers [“Rich Mas-

ter, Poor Master: The Economic Standing 

of School Teachers in Late Medieval 

France.” in Approaches to Poverty in Me-

dieval Europe: Complexities, Contradic-

tions, Transformations, c. 1100-1500, ed. 

by Sharon Farmer (Turnhout: Brepols, 

2015)]. 

 During the summer, I was very lucky 
to be chosen to attend a Mellon Summer 
Institute at the Newberry Library in Chi-
cago. I spent a month with a group of 
early-career scholars and postgraduate 
students from institutions in the U.S. and 
Canada completely immersed in medie-
val and early-modern French paleogra-
phy. The program was taught by Prof. 
Marc Smith of the École Nationale de 
Chartes in Paris and facilitated by the 
Center for Renaissance Studies at the 
Newberry and the Mellon Foundation. 
Apart from learning the skills needed to 
read medieval and early-modern manu-
scripts, we also were able to explore the 
Newberry’s collection of original docu-

ments and hand-written books.  



     

 

 

 

History 
Department 

Award Winners 

 

Virginia L. Radley  

Fellowship 

Serena Schaeber 

 

Mahar Memorial 

History Award 

Emily Markstein 

 

PHI ALPHA THETA 

Inductees 

Jessie Ball 

Alex Bateman 

Hunter Bruno 

Mary Buckley 

Alissa Garufi 

Blaine Geroux Jr. 

Jacquelyn Giotta 

Jessica Hudson 

Sam Hurley 

George LaPage 

Donald Little 

Troy Musolino 

Benjamin Nordmark 

Suzanne Preston 

Denise Schubmehl 

Kevin Winant 

Mary-Therese Zobro 

 

 

SUNY OSWEGO 

HISTORY CLUB  

MEETS 

Tuesdays 8:30-9:30pm 

208 Marano Campus Center  

  
 

Officers 
Serena Whitaker & Jackie Giotta, Co-President’s  

Abigail Fischer,Vice President  
Jamie Hager, Treasurer 
Cynthia Yu, Secretary  

What is going on this semester: 

-collobarating with Pride Alliance for Outober 

-we are going to Hyde Park in October 

-we are doing several off campus events such as Apple 

and pumpkin picking. 

-in April we are going to Boston 

Fall Jamboree in Sterling NY , 

2015 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Address  

433 Mahar Hall Oswego, 

NY 13126 

Phone: 315-312-2170  

Fax: 315-312-5444  

 

www.oswego.edu/history  

History Department Faculty 

Dr. Lyn Blanchfield, Visiting Assistant Professor 

lyn.blanchfield@oswego.edu 

Dr. Frank Byrne, Professor 

Department Chairperson 

frank.byrne@oswego.edu 

Kirk Coates, Adjunct 

kirk.coates@oswego.edu 

Dr. David Deacon, Adjunct 

david.deacon@oswego.edu 

Amy D’Angelo, Adjunct 

amy.dangelo@oswego.edu 

Dr. Leonardo Hernandez, Associate Professor 

leonardo.hernadez@oswego.edu 

Dr. Gwen Kay, Professor 

Graduate Coordinator 

gwen.kay@oswego.edu 

Dr. Mark Kulikowski, Associate Professor 

mark.kulikowski@oswego.edu 

Dr. Sarah Lynch, Adjunct 

sarah.lynch@oswego.edu 

Dr. Christopher Mack, Associate Professor 

christopher.mack@oswego.edu 

Holly Mann, Adjunct 

holly.mann@oswego.edu 

Dr. Kenneth Marshall, Associate Professor 

kenneth.marshall@oswego.edu 

Dr. Mary McCune, Associate Professor 

mary.mccune@oswego.edu 

Patricia Michel, Adjunct 

patrica.michel@oswego.edu 

Dr. William Murphy, Visiting Assistant Professor 

william.murphy@oswego.edu 

Karen Oakes, Adjunct 

karen.oakes@oswego.edu 

Dr. Ming-te Pan, Associate Professor 

Advisement Coordinator 

mingte.pan@oswego.edu 

Dr. Gregory Parsons, Assistant Professor 

gregory.parsons@oswego.edu 

Dr. Michael Quinn, Visiting Assistant Professor 

Michael.quinn2@oswego.edu 

History Department Faculty cont. 

Dr. Uyilawa Usuanlele, Associate Professor 

uyilawa.usuanlele@oswego.edu 

Dr. Richard Weyhing, Assistant Professor 

richard.weyhing@oswego.edu 

Dr. Murat Yasar, Assistant Professor 

murat.yasar@oswego.edu 

Support Staff 

Ms. Terri White 

terri.white@oswego.edu 

If you wish to support the Department by 

adding to an award or research fund, you may 

do so by contacting  

Office of University Development  

215 Sheldon Hall 
SUNY Oswego 

Oswego, NY 13126 

Phone: (315) 312-3003 

Fax: (315) 312-4004 

Email: develop@oswego.edu  

(to donate to the Mahar Memorial History 

Award, the Riley Hamm Award, or the  

Virginia L. Radley Fellowship).  

 

mailto:develop@oswego.edu

