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A Note from the Chair... 
Dear Friends of the History Department, 
 

Greetings from the members of the History Department 
at SUNY-Oswego. First I would like to thank those of you 
who responded with such enthusiasm to our inaugural edition 
of the electronic newsletter this past fall. It was heartening to 
hear from so many alumni and friends. In this edition we 
share news about what faculty and students have been doing 
this winter. As you will read, our students, faculty, and 
alumni have been very busy! As we look forward to spring, 
one rite we enjoy in particular is the History Department’s 
Awards Ceremony. This year the event will be held on 
Thursday, April 22, at 7 pm in room 201 in the Campus Cen-
ter. In addition to honoring many of our excellent students, 
our speaker this year is Dr. David Conrad, emeritus professor 
from our very own department. David will be giving a talk 
titled "Serendipitous Ethno-History: Chasing Spirits Through 
the West African Landscape.” If experience is any guide, this 
talk will abound with thoughtful analysis and amusing anec-
dotes. As always, all are welcome to attend.  
 

Once again, we hope you enjoy reading news about the 
department and I look forward to any feedback you may 
have. Please do not hesitate to send me your questions or 
comments at frank.byrne@oswego.edu.  
Have a great spring! 
 

Regards, 
Frank Byrne 
History Department, Chair 

Published semi-annually for the SUNY Oswego 
History Department alumni, faculty and staff,  
emeriti and friends. 
 

Editorial Staff 
Dr. Frank Byrne, Chair, Associate Professor,  
Newsletter Editor-in Chief 
 

Ms. Patti Tifft, Secretary, Newsletter Co-Editor 
 

Thanks to all alumni, faculty, staff, emeriti which 
made contributions to this issue of the History 
Newsletter. If you do not see your article or story 
in this issue, please check the next issue we had a 
good response. 
 

Speak Out  
If there are comments to any of the articles or in-
formation published, please feel free to address 
your comments to the email address   
 

historyalumni@oswego.edu 
 

Submit your information for the next Newsletter 
or join the ListServ for the next issue.  All stories, 
articles, career changes are Welcome! 
 

Posted  
Newsletter also on the History Dept. webpage at  

 

http://www.oswego.edu/history 
 

          Thanks! 
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                 Living History:  
Experiences 
from the Library 
of  Congress 
Veterans His-
tory Program 
 

When one thinks of 
historical research, 
what comes to mind 
is a researcher pour-
ing over old docu-
ments or chasing 
down references in a 
library’s stacks.  As 
we know, this is only 

part of the story. One 
of the most “living” of the sources available to the researcher is 
oral history.  Collected almost since the beginning of recorded 
sound and later motion pictures, they provide the historian with 
a direct personal contact to someone who was an eyewitness or 
participant in some important past event.  While extensive col-
lections of such materials exist, there is need for much more.  In 
the course of the last year, Dr. Kulikowski has been involved 
with the oral history section of the Library of Congress Veter-
ans History Program.  Signed into law by President Clinton in 
2000, this program aims to collect the memories of American 
veterans going back to World War I.  Kulikowski first became 
aware of this program while developing his History 341 
(America’s Vietnam War) course.  For many of us who remem-
ber the War, we sometimes forget that all the young soldiers 
involved in the conflict are not 19 years old anymore.  Most are 
56 or older.  Hence, the need to collect their memories became 
imperative.  Armed with the material provided by the Library of 
Congress, he began trying to locate Vietnam veterans willing to 
participate.  He found the first literally at his front door.  It was 
his letter carrier, who had served in the Air Force in Vietnam in 
1972-1973.  His hour-long filmed interview was not only fasci-
nating, but showed Kulikowski the great potential value of oral 
history in ways he had never imagined.  As his search continued, 
he realized there veterans of others wars who had never been 
interviewed.  In the course of the last year’s work, Kulikowski 
has interviewed a Marine who participated in atomic bomb test-
ing in the early 1950s, a career Air Force officer who was a navi-
gator aboard a B-52 bomber during the Cuban Missile Crisis of 
1962, and most surprisingly, a 90 year old veteran of the WASP 
(Women’s Air Force Service Pilot) Program from 1943-1944.  
As a result of these and other interviews, he will continue to 
seek out and record veterans’ experiences for the Library of 
Congress.  Not only have these interviews shown him their 
great potential value, but also have led him to experience his-
torical research in new and unexpected ways. 
 

The Library of Congress Veterans History Program is depend-
ent on individuals of all backgrounds to conduct these inter-
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views.  Most are family members who want some permanent 
record of a relative’s military experience.  In Dr. Ku-
likowski’s case, he sees this as part of his responsibility as a 
Historian, i.e. to collect and preserve the historical record.  
The Program is geared toward the average person who wants 
to participate.  The Field Kit which is available from the Li-
brary of Congress takes you through the entire process and 
requires no more skill than operating a camcorder or tape 
recorder.  All this and more is available at the Programs web-
site www.loc.gov/vets  Dr. Kulikowski can guarantee that 
doing a veteran interview for this Program will be a most 
interesting experience.  It underscores something that we all 
know, but rarely encounter:  History is as close as your front 
door! 

 
As part of Chris Mack’s duties as the 

campus faculty athletics representative, Mack attended the  
Faculty Athletic Representatives Association annual meeting in 
St. Louis, MO in November 2009 and the NCAA Annual Meet-
ing in Atlanta, GA in January 2010.  

FACULTY UPDATES . . . 

Dr. Mark Kulikowski 

Black Square by Kazimir Malevich 

Dr. Chris Mack 

 

 

Centennial Olympic Park in Atlanta, GA 

the Gateway Arch  
in St. Louis, MO 

http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/EC6deJvC5asS7gt51r4x_g?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/ZhOk27_mbfeC1b0SIcgYSg?feat=directlink
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Dr. Kay taking her work a little too seriously, historian of science and 
medicine Dr. Kay decided to follow in Darwin's footsteps. Although she 
did not publish a revolutionary book, as Darwin did in 1859 with Origin of 
the Species, Kay did track his travels in Voyage of the Beagle and visited the 
Galapagos.  
The animals, unlike most students, are not afraid of people so Kay was very 
close to sea 
lions, marine 
iguanas 

 
 

 
 
 

 

and blue-footed boobies, among other species.  

Future travels promise to be less exotic, as archives in  
Texas and Oklahoma beckon.  

Dr. Gwen Kay 

Faculty Updates — Cont’d from Page 2 

 

 

LEARNING ABOUT SEX  
TRAFFICKING IN KOLKATA 
 

In January, Dr. Geraldine Forbes trav-
elled to India with five students  
(Brianne Welser, Diane Ortiz, Jillian 
Hyland,  Lauren Sordellini, and Meredith 
Lafferty) who had been enrolled in HIS 
381: the History of Trafficking to learn 
about sex trafficking and ways of dealing 
with this issue in Kolkata. Kolkata, the 
capital of the state of West Bengal in 
Eastern India, is the site of a number of 
organizations that have developed hu-
mane and sensitive programs to try to 
prevent trafficking and to rehabilitate 
women rescued from their traffickers. 
 

The program was developed in partner-
ship with Calcutta University’s Women’s 
Studies Research Centre, which organ-
ized a series of informative lectures on 
the history, economics, networks and 
routes, legal issues, and the prevention 
of trafficking, and field trips to best-
practices organizations. Faculty members 

of Calcutta University who have re-
searched this topic presented the lectures 
and graduate students in Women’s Stud-
ies accompanied us on the site visits. 
 

During the week, the group visited Ja-
bala Action Research Organisation, 
which rehabilitates rescued girls with 
counseling and training in job skills, runs 
drop-in centers for the children of sex 
workers, and has developed an identity 
card/ registration system for migrant 
workers; Kolkata Sanved, an award-
winning dance therapy program that 
works with rescued women and other 
marginalized people; Durbar Mahila 
Samanwaya Committee, the sex workers’ 
union that has developed its own anti-
trafficking program; Sealdah Loreto 
School, a private day school that under 
the direction of Sister Cyril has devel-
oped the Rainbow Program to provide 
education and shelter to street children; 
and Rahul Bidhya  Niketan, a residential 
school for the children of sex workers 
set in the rural countryside.  During the 

week the group met  a number of amaz-
ing people and witnessed the changes 
their programs were making. Unfortu-
nately, poverty, the undervaluing of girls, 
and organized crime are difficult to com-
bat and despite the efforts of the govern-
ment, law enforcement, human rights 
organizations, and these NGOs, traffick-
ing continues to be a major issue. It was 
clear to the group, however, that the 
many efforts to provide schooling and a 
safe environment for children were defi-
nitely bearing fruit. During their site vis-
its, SUNY Oswego students sang, 
danced, and played with the children of 
sex workers who were being tutored and 
educated by young men and women, 
themselves the children of sex workers, 
who had obtained college degrees.   
 

They concluded the trip with a tour of 
historic Delhi, and visits to the Taj Ma-
hal in Agra and Emperor Akbar’s 16th 
century city built in Fatepur Sikri.  
 

- Dr. Geraldine Forbes 

http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/yU-PSHT6jBW4Cx5oRVPJsg?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/ghY86uvHLcJmDUKbD-rSXQ?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/KaHSubgxjaLJ9uEt3RyQnw?feat=directlink


 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

Office Address 
 

433 Mahar Hall 
Oswego, NY 13126 

 

Phone: 315-312-2170 
Fax:     315-312-5444 

 

Email:     
              historyalumni@oswego.edu 
 

Website:   
              www.oswego.edu/history 

History Department 
Support Staff : 

Ms. Terri White, Secretary 
terri.white@oswego.edu 

History Adjunct Faculty   
 

Mr. Shane Butterfield 
shane.butterfield@oswego.edu 
 

Mr. Kirk Coates 
kirk.coates@oswego.edu 
 

Ms. Amy D’Angelo 
amy.dangelo@oswego.edu 
 

Mr. David Deacon 
david.deacon@oswego.edu 
 

Mr. Jeffrey Hoerl 
02hoerl@cua.edu 
 

Ms. Holly Mann 
holly.mann@oswego.edu 
 

Ms. Patricia Michel 
patricia.michel@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. William Murphy 
william.murphy@oswego.edu 
 

Ms. Karen Oakes 
ksoakes@mailbox.syr.edu 
 

Dr. Jennifer Watkins 
jennifer.watkins@oswego.edu 
 
 
 

 

History Department Faculty  
 

Dr. Frank Byrne, Chair, Associate Professor 
frank.byrne@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Douglas Deal, Professor 
douglas.deal@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Joseph Finnan, Visiting Assistant Professor 
joseph.finnan@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Geraldine Forbes, Professor,  
Distinguished Teaching Professor 
geraldine.forbes@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Leonardo Hernandez, Associate Professor 
leonardo.hernadez@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Gwen Kay, Associate Professor 
gwen.kay@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Mark Kulikowski, Associate Professor 
mark.kulikowski@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Christopher Mack, Associate Professor 
christopher.mack@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Kenneth Marshall, Assistant Professor 
kenneth.marshall@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Mary McCune, Associate Professor 
mary.mccune@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Karen Nicholas, Associate Professor 
karen.nicholas@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Ming-te Pan, Associate Professor 
mingte.pan@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Gregory Parsons, Assistant Professor 
gregory.parsons@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Robert Salisbury, Visiting Assistant Professor 
robert.salisbury@oswego.edu 
 

Dr. Uyilawa Usuanlele, Assistant Professor 
uyilawa.usuanlele@oswego.edu 
 
 
 
 

-4- Contact                           Information 



-5- In Your Travels - 
 

Dr. Greg Parsons is offering a six-week, three-credit course on 
“Europe and the Great War, 1914-1918 ” in London, England  

during the summer session from July 7 - August 21, 2010.   
The course will incorporate visits to the Imperial War Museum,  

Whitehall and the Cenotaph, and the Houses of Parliament.   
Deadline for applications is April 1, 2010.   

Interested students should contact Dr. Parsons at: 
gregory.parsons@oswego.edu or by phone at 315-312-2127. 

 

Dr. Gregory Parsons 

mailto:gregory.parsons@oswego.edu?subject=London%20Summer%202010�
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Over this past winter break Brianne Welser had 
the opportunity to travel to India with members 
of a class in the History of Human Trafficking, 
taught by Professor Geraldine Forbes. While 
there, Welser was able to visit many organiza-
tions that are working within India to create 
positive change. One of these organizations was 
the Loreto Day School Sealdah, created in 1857.  
The school opens its doors to children from all 
social, financial and religious backgrounds, cre-
ating a system that educates diversity. As a result 
of newly developed programs, the Loreto Day 
School demonstrates a transformation in 
Indian education, away from privilege 
and towards community.   
 

Loreto Sealdah has changed significantly 
since the nineteenth century, and even 
more rapidly in the last 31 years. When 
the group arrived at the school they were 
greeted by Sister Cyril, a strong and de-
termined woman who has been behind 
these changes.  Before the group was able 
to walk around and look at the school, 
they watched a video that told them 
about the development of the school. 
When Sister Cyril arrived at Sealdah, there were 
790 children on the role, only 90 were poor and 
therefore non-paying students. She felt “uneasy” 
since millions of Indian children were receiving 
no education so she began the “option for the 
poor,” a program that opened 50% of the places 
to non fee-paying pupils. Along with this pro-
gram, Sister Cyril has started several other pro-
grams that make the school what it is today.  
 

Some of the programs that particularly struck 
Welser were the Rainbow program, the rural 
child-to-child program, and the Barefoot 
teachers program. The Rainbow Program was 
set up for street children who “drop in like 
rainbows, giving joy as they appear.” The 
street children are individually tutored by 
regular pupils, allowing benefits for both sets 
of children.  
 

The rural child-to-child program is a program 
that was developed to cater to children in the 
rural areas. Every Thursday, 150 regular stu-
dents from Loreto are bused to rural areas in 
the Amgachia region to engage in child-to-child 
teaching and learning.  Some 3500 rural children 
participate in this program; this means every indi-
vidual Loreto pupil tutors about 15 rural children 
every week. 
 

The Barefoot Teacher Training Program was    

designed to teach untrained teachers across India. 
The program uses the name ‘Barefoot’ to refer to 
the fact that people only need their feet to walk, 
shoes are a luxury. Thus the normal two years it 
takes to train a teacher is a luxury.  Loreto trains 
teachers in a two-phase system taking only a 
month and emphasizes child and activity centered 
methodologies.  So far 7,000 teachers have been 
trained, affecting 350,000 children.  
 

Learning about these programs and actually being 
able to see some of them in action made Welser 

realize the great things that are hap-
pening in India to combat the educa-
tional gap.  As an American Welser 
feels she has been raised to believe 
that American traditional education is 
the best method. Seeing this school 
really opened up her eyes to other 
ways education can be achieved. 
 

Loreto Sealdah has many other pro-
grams that continue to help India. 
Some of these include a microcredit 
program that has been developed to 
give small loans to people to help 
them get a start in the world and has 

so far helped 500 families. Shikshalaya Prokalpa, a 
program similar to the Barefoot Training, has been 
developed to train teachers in slum areas. At pre-
sent 1,400 teachers have been trained and 470 cen-
ters have opened in the slums for 26,000 children. 
Twenty-six schools have also been opened in the 
brickfields to educate children who cannot leave 
their work; 1,300 children have been helped in 
these areas. The Loreto day school has also started 
special classes for challenged children. Currently 30 
children are enrolled in this program. 

  

“With half the world’s children (something 
like 60 million) not in school, we need to 
pull out all stops to really reach all of them 
and then many more to be added,” wrote 
Sister Cyril. This idea of education for a 
community has driven the Loreto Day 
School to hold a determined attitude and 
readiness to share whatever is available in 
expertise, facilities, service and time. Learn-
ing about these programs and meeting 
some of the children being positively af-

fected by The Loreto Day School Sealdah has 
transformed Ms. Welser’s idea of education and 
opened up her eyes to the array of possibilities for 
all people. 
 

http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/2Ch1gQqDly9OoBqsDnJ5yg?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/2wVP-8fVt0ShWK-QxrQJag?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/7M2LdcLIpgAPHJ-RButz7w?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/O0jC_IC-BsLJup4YncCIcA?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/qRZda2h5Bpcp0OnN0yxM8w?feat=directlink


ing, watching, and discussing history 
among many other interests. Since he 
has moved back to CNY he has taken 
advantage of the opportunity to not 
only enjoy all the wonderful parks, 
trails, etc; but also the opportunity to 
learn from the wealth of historical 
knowledge that is in CNY and the Adi-
rondack region. 
  

Richard cherished his time at Oswego 
and says he received a top-notch edu-
cation during his time here. The His-
tory Dept was second to none. He 
found his professors to be engaging, 
challenging, interesting, and very ap-
proachable. In his opinion, the History 
Dept at Oswego had the best of the 
best as far as the professors were con-
cerned.  
 

Richard Kuhlman, ‘75 
 

Richard Kuhlman graduated from 
Oswego in Spring 1975, with a BA in 
both History and Political Science. 
Richard went to SUNY Albany to get 
his MPA with a concentration in Legis-
lative Administration.  
 

After Albany he worked for 10 years 
for the State of Ohio's Environmental 
Protection Agency. In 1987, Richard 
moved to Annapolis, MD to begin 
working for the US EPA in Washing-
ton, DC.  Richard is still working for 
the US EPA, as the Director, Conflict 
Prevention and Resolution Center / 
Associate General Counsel, Alternative 
Dispute Resolution Law Office. He is 
a member of EPA's Senior Executive 
Service, the highest career civil servant 
position in the Federal Government. 
Of his 32 year career, he has been a 
supervisor for over 29 years.  
 

Does Richard think his Oswego de-
grees helped him? Very much! While 
earning his degrees, Richard took 
mostly American history and American 
political science courses. All in an at-
tempt to prepare him to work for the 
government. Not only did the course 
content help him but, the skills Richard 
learned to succeed at Oswego have 
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Alumni News  — 

Randy Diamond, ‘92 

 

Randy Diamond graduated in ‘92 from 
SUNY Oswego. Diamond went on to 
a finance career and has been an equity 
sales trader for Miller Tabak for the 
last eight years. 
 

Joy (Garland) Houle, ‘96 
 

Joy Houle is currently Director at the 
Saratoga County Historical Society 
 

Cathy Sando, ‘01 

 

Cathy Sando is currently looking for 
full time work, and is employed part-
time at a local supermarket. It has been 
difficult for Ms. Sando to find employ-
ment in her preferred field, she be-
lieves the History degree has helped 
her personally. She follows stories of 
historical relevance on the news and all 
but devour books, particularly on 
American history. She even once 
thought she would try and be an archi-
vist.   
 

Due to some unforeseen problems and 
the uncertain economy, Ms. Sando 
feels fortunate simply to have the job 
that she current has. However, there 
are no regrets about my degree and 
embrace it and hope to utilize it as she 
works toward another dream - compil-
ing material for possible publication.   
 

Another dream that she hopes will be-
come reality is to be able to return as a 
graduate student.  
  

Amy (Kalama) Hochreiter, ‘77 
 

Amy Hochreiter graduated with a BA 
in History and an English minor. Ho-
chreiter says, “history taught me to be 
a critical thinker and to understand 
about our world and politics.”  Al-
though she is currently not using this 
degree, as history per se, yet having 

taken this training, she believes it’s 
benefit to be far reaching in all the ar-
eas in which she has worked. 
 

Ms. Hochreiter, currently teaches en-
ergy medicine for the University of 
Arizona's Center for Integrative Medi-
cine in Tucson AZ as an adjunct fac-
ulty member.  She attended the First 
Summit for Integrative Medicine and 
Health Care in Washington, DC in 
February 2009. 
 

She owns her own business and 
teaches nationally to students wanting 
to learn about energy healing; work as 
an MSW and health coach in health 
care. 
 

Hochreiter has been a manager at Cru-
cible Steel and was listed in Who's 
Who Women in America.  She has one 
daughter who recovered from cancer 
and a major heart defect.  
 

Richard Schubmehl, ‘96/’98 
 

Richard Schubemehl received his BA 
in history in ‘96 and Master's in His-
tory in ’98 from SUNY Oswego.  
Schubmehl says the degree has helped 
him to be a successful history teacher. 
For the past four years he has been 
teaching 10th grade Global Studies, 
History Through Film, and AIS His-
tory at Moravia CSD. Schubemehl pre-
viously taught 10th grade Global Stud-
ies, AP American History, and AIS at 
Bolivar-Richburg CSD for eight years 
as well as coaching the wrestling team 
as Varsity Head Coach for six years, 
Asst Coach for Varsity track three 
years, and Cross-Country Head Coach 
for two years.  
  

Two years ago Schubemehl returned to 
Europe with a school group; where 
they were privileged to spend 10 days 
in Britain and France. It was the first 
time he had been there since he was 
stationed in Germany while in the ser-
vice. Richard was not disappointed.  
  

Mr. Schubemehl enjoys the outdoors, 
hiking, camping, visiting historical 
places whenever he is able, and read-
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served as a solid foundation to this 
day. 
 

James Bullard, ‘05 

 

James Bullard graduated from 
Oswego in 2005 with B.A.'s in Politi-
cal Science and American History. 
James has found that American His-
tory has played an important role in 
his development and life since leav-
ing Oswego. 
 

After graduating from Oswego, 
James attended Washington and Lee 
University School of Law.  "W&L" is 
tucked in the Blue Ridge Mountains 
of Southwest Virginia, and is located 
in a small town called Lexington.  It 
is seeping with History.  It was origi-
nally established in 1749.  In 1796, 
George Washington, after whom the 
school is named, provided an endow-
ment so large that it still pays divi-
dends towards the costs of each stu-
dent's education today.   
 

In 1865, after the Civil War, Robert 
E. Lee took over as president of the 
university and remained there until 
his death in 1870.  General Lee, his 
family, and his prized war horse 
"Traveler," are buried on campus 
beneath Lee Chapel.  Besides being 
the final resting place of General 
Lee, Lee Chapel is also the home of 
an original painting which represents 
the youngest depiction of George 
Washington known to exist.  It is a 
portrait of a young Washington in 
his British army regalia.  Lexington, 
Virginia is also where General Jona-
than "Stonewall" Jackson and his 
family are buried.   
 

Coming from the North, James ex-
perienced culture shock when he saw 
how revered Robert E. Lee and fig-
ures from the Confederacy were at 
W&L, but he wouldn't replace the 
learning experience he had there for 
anything. 
 

James history degree from Oswego, 
in his estimation, played an integral 
role with helping him with a success-

ful career.  In his second year of law 
school, he interviewed with a partner 
from the Tulsa, Oklahoma law firm of 
Doerner, Saunders, Daniel & Ander-
son, L.L.P.  During the interview, the 
partner noticed that James wrote his 
Honors Thesis on "Theodore Roose-
velt and the Birth of the Modern 
American Presidency."  As it turns out, 
this attorney has a giant campaign 
poster from the 1904 presidential elec-
tion in his office.  They spent the dura-
tion of the interview talking about 
Teddy, his place in American History, 
and how they both yearn for politicians 
today to be as honest and charismatic 
as the 26th President.  The next thing 
James knew, he was offered a position 
as a summer associate, and later on was 
offered full time employment.  Had he 
not made such a personal connection 
with the interviewing attorney based 
on his experiences with History at 
Oswego, James cannot say where he 
would be today.  James graduated from 
law school in Spring of 2008. 
 

Since then James has moved to Tulsa, 
he has experienced notable historical 
moments, including Oklahoma's cen-
tennial celebration as well as the birth 
of the Oklahoma City Thunder, an 
NBA franchise.  His place of employ-
ment, Doerner, Saunders, is one of the 
oldest law firms in Oklahoma, predat-
ing Oklahoma's statehood by more 
than a decade.  They practice in nearly 
every area of the law, except criminal 
defense.  James practice’s primarily in 
the areas of civil litigation and health 
care law.   
 

As you can see, James still greatly cher-
ishes history, and truly believes it has 
aided him in furthering his career. 
James believes, “even if you do not use 
your History degree at Oswego to 
teach or study history as your primary 
occupation, the study of history allows 
you to have a greater understanding of 
the world around you, and gives you 
perspective to engage your community, 
making you a more well-rounded and 
valuable person and employee”. 

Don Sears, ‘91 
 

Don Sears graduated from SUNY 
Oswego with a Bachelor's Degree in 
History.  The plan was to work for a 
year and then return to college for a 
Master's Degree at Binghamton, unfor-
tunately that has yet to happen since he 
graduated in 1991. 
 

Instead Don went to work for a federal 
contractor keying Medicare claims. 
Later allowing him to get into a variety 
of work with the Medicare program 
such as Medicare customer service for 
Medicare beneficiaries and facilities, a 
position as a Congressional Liaison for 
Medicare in four states and the posi-
tion of a Medicare investigator of fraud 
in New York and New Jersey where 
with his efforts he was able to person-
ally return over $80 million to the gov-
ernment. 
 

Today, Don works as the Outreach 
Coordinator for the Medicare Drug 
Integrity Contractor (MEDIC) which 
detects and deters Medicare Part C 
(Medicare Advantage) and Medicare 
Part D (prescription drug coverage). 
Currently the territory extends over 35 
states including New York, but eventu-
ally the contractor will cover the entire 
US.  Don’s purpose is to educate 
Medicare beneficiaries and Medicare 
advocacy groups about the fraud, 
waste and abuse that exists in the pro-
gram and how they can help to detect, 
deter and report to the MEDIC for 
investigation and resolution. 
 

Don’s history degree has been helpful 
for being hired into certain positions in 
his line of work.  The areas or depart-
ments within the Medicare contractor 
knew that with a history degree you 
must read, research and write a great 
deal which are all helpful skills.  Fur-
thermore, he remembers distinctly 
what a Human Resources Representa-
tive at Medicare  pointed out early in 
his career.  A History Degree allows a 
person to understand the human con-
dition and what makes up the good 
and bad nature of humanity. Although 
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In going green the History Department has decided to 
email our NEWSLETTER to our current students and 
alumni (whose current email addresses we have).  We 
will also post the NEWSLETTER to our department 
website  

 www.oswego.edu/history.    
 

Please stay connected and be sure to notify the  
department of any changes (via our email address), so 
we can update our records. We gladly accept any news 
or interesting facts for future newsletters.  Please email 
your information to 

 

 historyalumni@oswego.edu 

Don’s original idea for a history degree 
was to become a teacher of history.       
Although he doesn’t teach history, ex-
cept perhaps Medicare history, he still 
goes out to the public and educates 
them about important ways in which 
they can help save the Medicare pro-
gram money.  
 

Due to the fact that Don’s position as 
an Outreach Coordinator calls for a 
good deal of travel, he has visited sev-
eral states.  Of course, they focus on 
areas of heavy Medicare population  
but he will go almost anywhere if 
someone wishes to educate themselves 
about what to do and how to help the 
Medicare program.  The fact that his 
job has so much travel, many times his 
vacations are spent right at home.   
 

Since Don didn't get into the job he 
truly wanted to have, he has allowed 
himself the opportunity to teach his-
tory with the use of a renaissance reen-
actment group centered out of Fulton, 
New York.  This group has existed for 
approximately 32 years and it allows 
Don to reenact as well as research fur-
ther about the time period he is to por-
tray. The group develops characters, 
backgrounds, a story for their character 
to entertain the audience of how life 
use to be. 
 

Finally, this group has allowed Don to 
continue what he loves which is the 
study and research of history and teach 
and educate others about it in the 
process. Not only do they teach each 
other about history, but they also go 
out into the community and perform.   
There are a variety of shows, but one 
in particular the Christmas show allows 
the audience to look into the life of the 
Lord Protector of Ireland as he tries to 
celebrate Christmas Eve.  The charac-
ters in the play, educate the audience 
about where Christmas customs origi-
nated.  
 

It seems Don has found a way to keep 
his passion for history alive. 
 

STUDENT NEWS 
 

 

Zachary Primrose and Brianne Welser were co-winners of the Mahar 
Memorial History Award for 2009-10. This award is given to the  
outstanding graduating senior in the field of history. 
 
Brianne Welser was awarded the Virginia L Radley Fellowship for the 
2009-10 academic year. Named after Dr. Virginia L. Radley, President 
Emerita, this award is given to an outstanding undergraduate history 
major or graduate student.  
 
Ian Mumpton was awarded the Phi Alpha Theta Award for 2009-10. 
This award is given to an outstanding junior in the field of history 
 
Seth Ridinger, a graduate student working in Early American history, 
won the William Steve Nikas Graduate Award. Awarded by the  
Division of Graduate Studies, this award recognizes graduate students 
who have demonstrated an excellent academic and service record 
while at SUNY-Oswego. 
 
Kristofer Clement, a graduating history major, has been admitted to 
the graduate program in Department of History at McGill University. 
 

Congrats!   For All Your Hard Work 
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Eric Maude, ‘86 

 

One of the greatest honors of Eric’s 
academic life, was being selected to be 
the 1986 Mahar Memorial Scholar.  
 

Eric had a strong desire to serve as a 
United States Army Officer. He partici-
pated in R.O.T.C., through the Syracuse 
University R.O.T.C. extension center 
that was offered at Oswego State at the 
time. Eric believes any good army offi-
cer benefits by possessing a strong 
knowledge of history. He knows it 
helped him, when after graduation from 
college and completion of the Armor 
Officer Basic Course, at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, he was stationed in the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany. He was sta-
tioned in Gelnhausen, Germany (West 
Germany at the time) where there are 
many old churches and houses. One 
cannot live in Europe and not be 
amazed by the depth of history sur-
rounding you.  
 

Eric’s degree served him well for four 
years. After his service in Germany, he 
returned home and remained in the 
army, rising to the rank of Captain. Eric 
left active military service in 1993 and 
pursued a civilian career in Information 
Technology. Currently employed by a 
large software company in Austin, 

This award honors the late Marion Mahar (d.1960), 
Professor of Modern History, in the social studies de
partment at Oswego State. She was active on campus 
from 1931 – 1957 and in the Oswego community as
sisting the refugees during the war. The award is 
given each year at Honors Convocation to the out
standing graduating senior in the field of history.  
Selections are made by the History Department. 

Texas as a Director of Information 
Technology.   
 

Naturally, living and working in 
Texas, Eric is once again, surrounded 
by history. It's impossible not to be 
impressed by the heroism of the men 
who fought and died at the Alamo. 
Their sacrifice emboldened Sam 
Houston's army during the Texas 
Revolution and led to the ultimate 
defeat of Santa Anna and the Mexican 
army at the Battle of San Jacinto, on 
April 21, 1836. 
 

Eric will always cherish the fine edu-
cation he received at Oswego State! 
 
Erik Wade, ‘09 

 

Erik Wade graduated in May ‘09, with 
a Bachelor’s degree, Summa Cum 
Laude, and a double-major in History 
and English.  
 

Erik received the Mahar award and 
the equivalent award in the English 
department, the Erwin G. Palmer 
Award.  
 

Erik’s minor was in Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies, as overseen by 
the history department’s own Dr. 
Karen Nicholas, who has since helped 
him apply to graduate school. Erik 
was accepted into the PhD program 
of University of Oregon’s English 
Department, which he started in the 
Fall of ‘09.  
 

Erik’s medieval history backgrounds 
serves him well, as he currently spe-

cializes in medieval literature 
(particularly Anglo-Saxon works and 
literature of the fantastical), as well as 
the contemporary novel. Erik’s semi-
nar paper—on medieval literature—
from the fall semester, entitled             
“ ‘Prince of Letters’ : Knowledge, Lan-
guage, and the Fantastical in Solomon 
and Saturn I,” has just been nominated 
for the Sarah Harkness Kirby Essay 
Prize.  
 

Currently, Erik is learning Anglo-
Saxon and training to be a composition 
instructor. 
 
Shannon David, ‘07 
 

 

This past January Shannon David had 
the pleasure of traveling to Shenzhen, 
China. When preparing for the trip 
David was confronted with incessant 
questioning about his motivations for 
wanting to go there. He couldn’t really 
answer those questions. In hindsight, 

 

A park in Shenzhen a young Chinese boy 
randomly came over and started talking  

 

http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/sr4wCyPNRwBzYApYFMHsTg?feat=directlink


 Mahar 
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Special thanks to Nancy Johnson 
and Beth Young in Special Collec-
tions at Penfield Library for  
Ms. Mahar’s picture. 

the answers to those questions are sim-
ple. China is a dynamic place, rich in his-
tory and culture, and despite the ideo-
logical preeminence of communism, it 
cannot be so easily categorized as what 
we think is communist. Much like in the 
United States, where our people and 
government cannot so easily be confined 
to ideological and political definitions, 
China is also a place where a blend of 
ideologies comes together to create a 
heterogeneous mix. 
 

Shenzhen’s recent history is quite im-
pressive. After being designated a special 
economic zone in 1979 by Deng Xiaop-
ing, what was once a small fishing village 
of roughly thirty thousand people grew 
to a modern industrial city of over ten 
million people in 2009. If this seems im-
pressive, the city is still building, grow-
ing, and industrializing at an incredible 
rate. Shenzhen, by all measures, seems to 
be the quintessential Chinese city, repre-
sentative of the command economy. As 
opposed to American cities, which seem 
more spontaneous, Shenzhen was built 
with a purpose and a plan. Everywhere 
David looked there was construction 
occurring. Shenzhen had also been long 
practicing reclamation of land from the 
sea. It really was impressive and it filled 
him with this overwhelming sense of 
possibilities and optimism for the city. 
 

Professor’s and administrator’s from 
Shenzhen University were overflowing 
with optimism and pride about their 
country and city, and understandably so. 
Shenzhen has everything that a modern 
American city has, shopping malls, 
theme parks, museums, fine dining res-
taurants, modern transit systems, etc. 
The citizens of Shenzhen, and really eve-
rywhere, were friendly, gracious with 
their time and food, and very intrigued 
by the group of Americans in their city, 
which is still somewhat of a novelty for 
them. This stands in stark contrast to the 
images that some Americans have of a 
conservative, unwelcoming China. 
 

There are some challenges that 

Shenzhen, and the rest of China, is 
faced with. The pollution from the fac-
tories and construction is palpable with 
a ubiquitous cloud of industrial residue 
hovering over what is other wise a 
beautiful tropical setting.  Also, the 
Chinese are subject to a household reg-
istration system called hukou, aimed at 
controlling urban migration, which is 
tied to public benefits, employment, 
and education. There are distinct ad-
vantages to being an urban hukou 
holder, which contributes to the already 
high maldistribution of wealth and op-
portunity. Those the American group 
spoke to recognize these challenges, 
and noted that for China to continue to 
move forward, pollution, wealth distri-
bution, and urban migration challenges 
would need to be addressed. 
 

Perhaps the most important realization 
that came of the trip is that on the sur-
face there is not much separating our 
two countries. Our countries both face 
political, social, and economic chal-
lenges. For everyday citizens in both 
countries we work, play, shop, dine out, 
play sports, and do everything that peo-
ple tend to do. It isn’t until the larger 
political and philosophical questions are 
raised that differences arise. Even then 
they aren’t inherently contentious, and 
when they are, they are not insur-
mountable. If David had to describe 
China in one word, it would certainly 
be dynamic. After that, all efforts to 
describe China in a neatly confined de-
scription are futile. 

Other Mahar Award Winners we 
have heard from are included in 
our Fall 2009 issue — 
 

Please visit the history website for the 
Fall 2009 newsletter at: 
 
http://www.oswego.edu/history 

 
 
Ms. Cheryl A. Nevelizer, ‘90 
 
Mr. Brandon Moran, ‘03/’05 
 
Ms. Kate Botta-Raso, ‘99 
 
 
If you are a past Marion Mahar Award 
Winner and would like to include a 
write-up about what you have been 
doing since graduation, then please 
send your information to the email 
address below and we will be happy 
to include you in the Fall 2010 issue. 
 
 

historyalumni@oswego.edu 

 

Heart of the Shenzhen financial district 

http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/8OWOw6B-aNqfAEpfofuYXA?feat=directlink


What Can I do with a History major  
 

Do you think if you get a History degree your career options are limited to either teaching or going to law school?  
 

How wrong you are!  
 

While these are worthy professions, there are many other possibilities out there for you. For example, businesses 
employ Liberal Arts graduates because they know how to learn new things and how to communicate. Graduates in 
History enter medical school, and MBA, Public Administration, and Information Studies programs because they 
have learned how to think critically and solve problems. Knowledge of the larger world equips students to enter 
international fields. Communication skills and the ability to do research and write, furnish History students with 
the skills needed to enter a wide range of fields from Public Relations to Events Management.  
 

Don't sell yourself short because you majored in History. Employers are looking for people with the skills and 
knowledge a major in History at SUNY Oswego provides. These include:  
 
Critical thinking        Interpersonal communication    
Research         Listening 
Knowledge of issues relating to human diversity    Ability to work as part of a team  
Problem solving        Time management  
Effective writing        Use of technology  
Public speaking  
 

INTERNSHIPS can provide work experience, but per-
haps most important, they allow you to "try out" a ca-
reer. 

 

Students in our program have interned at the  
following institutions:  
 
 

Richardson Bates House, Oswego, NY  
Safe Haven Museum and Education Center, Oswego, NY  
H. Lee White Museum, Oswego, NY  
Oswego Women's Home, Oswego, NY  
Oswego County Bar Association, Oswego, NY  
Camp Hollis, Oswego, NY  
St. Marie among the Iroquois, Syracuse, NY  
Onondaga Historical Society, Syracuse, NY  
Onondaga County District Attorney's Office, Syracuse, NY  
Cayuga Museum of History and Art, Auburn, NY  
Seward House, Auburn, NY  
Historical Societies across New York State  
New York State Assembly and Senate Offices  
Disney World, Orlando, FL  
ESPN Deportes (ESPN's Spanish Language Division)  
Professional Football Hall of Fame, Canton, OH  
The British Museum, London, England  
 

"But what about the JOBS?"  
 

Students who graduated with a History degree from our  
department are now doing the following (check back!! We will 
be adding to this list as we hear back from our alumni):  
 

Yes, many have enrolled in law school. And, yes, many are 
teaching.  
But here is what the others are doing:  
 
 
Pursuing graduate degrees in History 
English, 
Public Administration  
Sports Management  
And more (keep checking back as we update our list!)  
 
Working in an array of jobs:  
New York State Transportation Office  
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement  
U.S. Border Patrol  
U.S. State Department  
Computer software service company  
Owner/manager plumbing company  
Owner/ Manager of a specialty store  
Librarian And more (keep checking back as we update our list!)  
 

-12- Why A Career in History? 



The History Club meets every Monday at 8:00 pm in 201 Mahar Hall. 

Officers for Spring 2010 

Co-President:  Shawn Bernstein 

Co-President:  Martin Seitz, Jr. 

Vice President:  Michelle Ryan 

Secretary:  Ashley Appice 

Treasurer: Sarah Youngs 

Faculty Advisor: Kenneth Marshall 
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If you wish to support the Depart-
ment by adding to an award or re-
search fund, you may do so by con-
tacting The Office of University De-
velopment, 219 Sheldon Hall, SUNY 
Oswego (to donate to the Mahar Me-
morial History Award, the Riley 
Hamm Award, or the Virginia L. 
Radley Fellowship. 
 
History Department Research 
Award 
 

Awarded in both Fall and Spring se-
mesters this fund assists students who 
want to do research for a thesis, 
course, or seminar but do not have 
the means to travel to the libraries, 
archives, museums, and or other insti-
tutions that house the documents and 

non-documentary sources they need. 
For the purposes of this grant, we de-
fine research materials broadly to in-
clude not only print documents in li-
braries and archives, but also arti-
facts, oral histories, photographs, 
sheet music, buildings, and other 
sources for historical research. 
 
 
Mahar Memorial History Award 
 

This award honors the late Marion 
Mahar (d. 1960), Professor of Mod-
ern History, in the Social Studies De-
partment at Oswego State. The award 
is given each year at the Honors Con-
vocation to the outstanding graduat-
ing senior in the field of history.  
 
 
 

Riley Hamm Award 
 

This award was established by alum-
nus Arwin A. Hamm, Jr. from the 
Class of 1922. This award is given to 
the student who writes the best paper 
on the African-American experience 
from the colonial era to the present.  
 
Virginia L. Radley Fellowship   
 

This award was created in 1998 as a 
tribute to Dr. Virginia L. Radley (d. 
1998), to laud her commitment to 
academic excellence and years of ser-
vice to Oswego State. To qualify for 
this award a student must: (a) Be an 
undergraduate history major or a stu-
dent pursuing a graduate degree in 
history during the spring semester, 
(b) have an excellent academic re-
cord. 

History Club 

History 
Club 

 

The History Club invites you to come to a meeting and meet other majors.  The officers would like to expand mem-
bership and they are reaching out to all students, but mainly freshmen to keep the club running after the current  
officers graduate.  
 

The Club would like to do a “Movie Night” in Johnson Hall to get some potential members. Do a fundraiser to 
raise money to take a trip to Boston or Washington D.C. either Spring ’10 or next year.   

  

For Black History Month—The club showed the film “Superfly” with Dr. Marshall. 

(From left to right) David Scott, John Morris, Ashley Appice, Michelle Ryan, 
Shawn Bernstein, Andrew Frey, Brian Croce, Josh Lilly 

http://www.facebook.com/people/HistoryClub-Oswego/100000798453918
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