SUNY Oswego

Survey for Students on Turnitin Pilot

Spring 2009

Total number of responses collected: 43

What is your class standing?
	Response
	Chart
	Frequency
	Count

	Freshman
	
	
	11.6%
	5

	Sophomore
	
	
	11.6%
	5

	Junior
	
	
	16.3%
	7

	Senior
	
	
	14.0%
	6

	Graduate
	
	
	46.5%
	20

	
	Valid Responses
	43

	
	Total Responses
	43


What level is this course?
	Response
	Chart
	Frequency
	Count

	100
	
	
	4.7%
	2

	200
	
	
	16.3%
	7

	300
	
	
	25.6%
	11

	400
	
	
	7.0%
	3

	Graduate
	
	
	46.5%
	20

	
	Valid Responses
	43

	
	Total Responses
	43




Why are you taking the course?
	Response
	Chart
	Frequency
	Count

	Course in your major
	
	
	95.3%
	41

	General Education
	
	
	4.7%
	2

	Elective
	
	0.0%
	0

	
	Valid Responses
	43

	
	Total Responses
	43


Did you submit your own papers to Turnitin in order to make sure you'd quoted or paraphrased properly? 
	Response
	Chart
	Frequency
	Count

	Yes
	
	
	72.1%
	31

	No
	
	
	18.6%
	8

	Didn't know I could
	
	
	9.3%
	4

	
	Valid Responses
	43

	
	Total Responses
	43


Did you submit papers you wrote for other courses to Turnitin as well?
	Response
	Chart
	Frequency
	Count

	Yes
	
	
	20.9%
	9

	No
	
	
	69.8%
	30

	Didn't know I could
	
	
	9.3%
	4

	
	Valid Responses
	43

	
	Total Responses
	43


If you did use Turnitin in order to check your work in this way, did you find it helpful?
	Response
	Chart
	Frequency
	Count

	Yes
	
	
	52.4%
	22

	No
	
	
	28.6%
	12

	Did not use it
	
	
	19.0%
	8

	Not Answered
	
	
	1

	
	Valid Responses
	42

	
	Total Responses
	43


Your experience with Turnitin:
	
	Very much
	To some extent
	Very little
	Not at all
	Total

	How did you like having your papers reviewed by Turnitin in this course?
	Count
	8
	25
	4
	4
	41

	
	% by Row
	19.5%
	61.0%
	9.8%
	9.8%
	100.0%

	Do you feel that you understand how Turnitin works and what happened to your papers after you submitted them?
	Count
	11
	20
	5
	6
	42

	
	% by Row
	26.2%
	47.6%
	11.9%
	14.3%
	100.0%

	Did the use of Turnitin make you more careful to cite and document your sources properly?
	Count
	12
	16
	4
	10
	42

	
	% by Row
	28.6%
	38.1%
	9.5%
	23.8%
	100.0%

	Would you likely have been more inclined to consider plagiarizing if Turnitin hadn't been used?
	Count
	3
	3
	6
	29
	41

	
	% by Row
	7.3%
	7.3%
	14.6%
	70.7%
	100.0%

	Do you believe the use of Turnitin in this course likely reduced plagiarism in the work of other students?
	Count
	8
	17
	8
	8
	41

	
	% by Row
	19.5%
	41.5%
	19.5%
	19.5%
	100.0%

	Total
	Count
	42
	81
	27
	57
	207

	
	% by Row
	20.3%
	39.1%
	13.0%
	27.5%
	100.0%


If you liked the use of Turnitin in this course, why did you?
	Response

	I am not very partial to it. It did not help me at all. I just simply submitted by papers through it and that was all. It never helped me. 

	I felt that it helped me to be more careful in the way that I documentment my sources. There were instances where Turnitin showed me that I was incorrectly citing where I previously had not realized I was.

	It was interesting to see a pointless percentage

	It was simple and interesting to see what I "plagerized."

	I dno't know that I really liked it, I was mostly just indifferent.

	Mike Leblanc mandated my use of Turnitin

	It was helpful to see what, if any, phrases we didn't paraphrase correctly.

	It didn't make much of a difference to me. I have never plagiarized, so it didn't worry me. I only kind of liked it because I want people who do plagiarize to get caught and punished for their actions. 

	Useful to know if plagiarizing or not

	Because it allowed me to see how well I documented my sources. As a graduate student, when I get writing twenty-page papers, proper citing can get a little tricky.

	to make sure i reduced my chances of plagiarism 

	Didn't use it, don't know anything about it.

	I liked it because it helped eliminate plagiarism.

	Checked the paper to ensure I cited correctly, would deter cheating from future students. 

	Reinforces honesty in my classmates so there is not an unfair advantage.

	check citation

	I really didn't

	Easy way to have my paper analyzed and i can use the feedback effectively

	Helped me to make sure my references were cited correctly.

	
	Valid Responses
	19

	
	Total Responses
	43


If you didn't like the use of Turnitin in this course, why didn't you?
	Response

	couldnt figure it out... never got any feedback on the plagarism

	It was fine

	I wanted to re-submit my paper to check the corrections that I had made, but I was not able to without contacting my professor and having my professor delete my previous submission.

	It said that we all plagarized very common phrases so the exact percentage of plagarism was much higher than the actual amount in our papers.

	I find it easier to just keep doing my papers as I have my whole life. I've never had a problem with plagiarism since I know how to properly write papers in MLA and APA form.

	Did not use it. Don't know anything about it.

	With my professor's knowledge, I tested the program by intentionally including plagiarism in my paper, but because of Turnitin's methodology, it did not flag it at all. It flags things distractingly (cited, quoted passages!) but misses entirely any stolen language that had every few words changed. It therefore seems worthless. As for coincidental phrasings, I'm not concerned about the appearance of plagiarism, but this would thereby eliminate the chance for individual, independent creativity if we have to start excising material that someone else coincidentally created (for example, a literary allusion using a play on words).

	It is a graduate level course so I felt that we should be trusted that we know how to cite sources and not plaragize others work. 

	It was ok, but it caught some citations that were unneccessary.

	It said I had to cite some things but what I wrote is what i learned in previous economic classes so I already knew some stuff but it said I had to cite it.

	I just felt it was very confusing and I didn't know how to use it.

	I didn't like it because they say somethings were plagerized when I wrote everything myself so I think it's kind of annoying. Everything in the world has been said in some paper somewhere so I think it's stupid

	Submission came up 15% similarity. Most flags came from citation section and quotes. After that it flagged ubiquitous phrases that could be used by anyone writing about the same subject matter. If you collected all the papers in the world on one subject, perhaps you may find some similarities? 

	I don't think it was very useful for this particular course. We had to have a lot of hands on information and it was much less susceptible to plagiarism. 

	
	Valid Responses
	14

	
	Total Responses
	43


What advice would you give the administration as it considers purchasing a subscription to Turnitin in the future?
	Response

	Make it more useful to students. It is more a tool for teachers to be sure that students are not plagerizing. It does not do anything for students. 

	Without knowing the financial implications, I cannot give the administration any advice.

	Allow students the opportunity to re-submit their work after changes have been made.

	Consider that the use of certain common phrases such as "Post Traumatic Stress Disorder" were considered plagerized by turn it in so that it is not considered problematic to have a certain level of highlighting on the paper when it is turned in.

	It was helpful, but it was nice to see the papers before they were turned in so we were able to make corrections as necessary.

	It seems like it could be a useful tool. Have an explanation of all the features at the beginning so that students know how to use it properly and to the fullest. 

	it will definitely prevent students from plagiarizing

	I would not have known about this if it hadn't been for my english class but I am not very technologically advanced and therefore would rather do things on paper...I feel more organized when I have everything in hard copy form in front of me rather than on a computer. If a subscription was purchased it will need to be advertised more as well as (hopefully) optional.

	Accuracy should play a major role.

	everyone should use it ive used it since highschool

	Didn't use it, don't know anything about it.

	just teach.

	Do not bother. It will not stop the dishonest and will not help anyone else.

	It should be explained more, but in a way it is helpful.

	Make it clear to students the proper way of handing in a paper. We assumed this was how we were to submit the paper to our professor, even though Turnitin delets any diagrams or pictures. 

	It is useful but I think it is more beneficial to students at the lower college level who do not have much writing and citing experience. 

	Knock yourself out

	I wouldn't use it and I don't think you should purchase it. 

	its dumb, don't buy it or use it

	Help students understand how to use it

	Probably a good deterrent for plagiarism, but this software needs ALLOT of work before its useful. If you’re objective is to bust people than spend the money. And if that’s your objective, it’s pointless and downright shitty. If you’re out to teach people, this should be used between teacher and student only.

	A very useful tool - definitely get it again.

	It can be very useful if you understand what classes are more likely to be susceptible to student plagiarism.

	
	Valid Responses
	23

	
	Total Responses
	43



