POL 300 – GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS

Spring 2011
Professor:  Lisa Glidden



Office:  Mahar 439
Email:  glidden@oswego.edu



Office Hrs: MW 10:15-11:15, Th 11-12

Class Website:  via Angel





       and by appt.
Class Meetings:  MWF 11:30 – 12:25 in Mahar 204
"Only when the last tree has died and the last river poisoned and the last fish been caught will we realize we cannot eat money."

 -Cree Elder
"This we know. The earth does not belong to man; man belongs to the earth. This we know. All things are connected like the blood which unites family. All things are connected. Whatever befalls the sons of the earth. Man did not weave the web of life; he is merely a stand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself." 

-Chief Seattle

"The environment is man's first right." 
-Ken Saro Wiwa

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's not." 
-The Lorax, Dr. Seuss

Course Overview
This course addresses environmental issues including acid rain, climage change, desertificaiton, population issues, soil erosion, sustainability, and water access and quality.  We will examine the relationship between environmental issues and conflict, focusing on the historical and contemporary efforts of governments, NGOs, and activists to address domestic and transnational environmental issues.
Responsibilities
This is an upper-division politics course, and while no prior knowledge is required, a curiosity or interest is recommended.  I expect that you fulfill the following responsibilities:  
· Attend class. While I am aware that obligations may cause some sections to be missed, the material we will examine can be complex, and many absences or the failure to keep up with the reading will adversely affect your ability to accomplish the goals of this course.  Participation is a significant portion of your grade, and you cannot participate if you are not here.

· You can expect that I will attend class.  If, for unseen circumstances, I cannot come to class I will email the class as soon as possible, and will post a note outside the door. 

· Be prepared for each class by carefully reading all assignments. Prepared students will be able to ask informed questions, contribute to discussions and perform well on the papers.

Required Texts

1)  Global Environmental Issues Selections from CQ Researcher
2)  ERES (electronic reserve) Readings:  posted on ANGEL under Learning Modules → ERES

Assignments & Grading
Weekly reflection papers (3) – 15 %

For three of the fifteen weeks this semester, you will keep a journal of observations, reactions to readings or class discussion.  One of the papers must be on the film(s) from week 4, and another must be on the climate simulation.  The final reflection paper is your choice.  
Exams – 30%

Final exam – 20%

Research Paper (10 pages) – 25% 

Participation – 10%. 

This grade will be determined by evaluating your productive contribution to the course in terms of class discussions and in the climate interactive simulation. We will discuss what being an active participant in class is on the first day of class.

Late Papers Policy
Late papers will lose ½ grade per calendar day that it is late.
Participation grade guidelines

	A
	Student is actively engaged in the class, contributing regularly to class discussions.

	B
	Student is engaged in the class, contributing often to class discussions.

	C
	Student is engaged in the class, but rarely contributes to class discussions.

	D
	Student is not engaged in the class, rarely contributing to class discussions.

	E
	Student is not engaged in the class, never contributing to class discussions.


Intellectual Integrity
As noted by the Committee on Intellectual Integrity, "Intellectual integrity on the part of all students is basic to individual growth and development through college course work. When academic dishonesty occurs, the teaching/learning climate is seriously undermined and student growth and development are impeded." With this in mind, you're expected to be(come) familiar with the College Policy on Intellectual Integrity. Your submission of written work for this class will be taken as your formal indication that you fully understand this policy, including relevant definitions and consequences of academic dishonesty.
Campus Resources:

There are many resources on campus to help you to succeed in this class.

Office Hours

I hold office hours every week.  Please feel free to come by to talk about the class, your research paper, or if you want to further understand a concept, etc.

Class Discussions

We will have some discussion every class meeting, and Fridays will be devoted exclusively to discussion.  This is a time for you to bring up questions (which you will hand in for part of your participation grade), talk about the posted discussion questions, talk about current events, etc.  Use this time to develop, define, and refine your own informed arguments.  

Writing Center
 

The OLS Writing Center is designed to assist you with the complexities of the writing requirements of your courses. Our professional staff has had over 30 years of experience writing, tutoring, and educating.  Do you want someone to read your writing before you hand it in? Not quite sure how to use that semicolon? Need some help putting together that 'A' paper that you know you can?

The writing center provides walk-in services or appointment based assistance, which ever works better for your schedule. We're open Monday-Friday from 10-5.  OLS is located at 106 Poucher Hall (312-3094).

Penfield Library

The Library has ‘Research Guides by Subject’, journals, databases, tutorials, handouts and reference librarians to assist you.  Please utilize this valuable resource.

Disability Services

The Office of Disability Services (183 Campus Center) is available to assist students who have a legally documented disability or students who suspect that they may have a disability. If you have a disabling condition that may interfere with your ability to successfully complete this course, please contact the office of Disability Services. Also, please see me to let me know how we may be of assistance.  Alternative testing for students with learning disabilities is available.

Phone:      (315) 312-3358 / email:  dss@oswego.edu <mailto:dss@oswego.edu

web:     www.oswego.edu/dis_svc 

Course Schedule

	
	Week 1
	Introduction and climate change

	1
	Mon, 1/24
	Introduction to the course

Understanding politics

 Scientific research

	2
	Wed, 1/26
	The politics of climate change

· Climate Change, 3 – 26 

	3
	Fri, 1/28
	The politics of climate change

	
	
	

	
	Week 2
	Protecting wetlands

	4
	Mon, 1/31
	Environmental policy in the US

	5
	Wed, 2/2
	· Protecting Wetlands, 29 – 42

	6
	Fri, 2/4
	· Protecting Wetlands, 43 – 49

	
	
	

	
	Week 3
	Oceans in Crisis

	7
	Mon, 2/7
	· Oceans in Crisis, 53 – 78

	8
	Wed, 2/9
	Managing International Fisheries

	9
	Fri, 2/11
	International Agreements and Whaling

	
	
	

	
	Week 4
	

	10
	Mon, 2/14
	Film

	11
	Wed, 2/16
	Film

	12
	Fri, 2/18
	Film

	
	
	

	
	Week 5
	Disappearing Species

	13
	Mon, 2/21
	CITES

· Disappearing Species, 81 – 101 

	14
	Wed, 2/23
	Catch up / review

	15
	Fri, 2/25
	Exam 1

	
	
	

	
	Week 6
	Political Economy of the Environment

	16
	Mon, 2/28
	· Carbon Trading, 105 – 128 

	17
	Wed, 3/2
	International agreements regarding carbon

	18
	Fri, 3/4
	Water and Politics

· Looming Water Crisis, 131 – 158 

	
	
	

	
	Week 7
	Population and Urbanization

	19
	Mon, 3/7
	· Rapid Urbanization, 161 – 186

	20
	Wed, 3/9
	Population and politics

	21
	Fri, 3/11
	Population and Water

	
	
	

	
	Week 8
	Spring Break Week

	
	Mon, 3/14
	No class

	
	Wed, 3/16
	No class

	
	Fri, 3/18
	No class

	
	
	

	
	Week 9
	Energy Nationalism

	22
	Mon, 3/21
	· Energy nationalism, 187 - 200

	23
	Wed, 3/23
	· Energy nationalism, 200 - 216

	24
	Fri, 3/25
	Energy nationalism, demand, and geopolitics

	
	
	

	
	Week 10
	Race for the Arctic

	25
	Mon, 3/28
	· Race for the arctic, 219 - 242

	26
	Wed, 3/30
	 International Law 

	27
	Fri, 4/1
	 Affluenza (56 min)

	
	
	

	
	Week 11
	Buying Green

	28
	Mon, 4/4
	· Buying green, 249 – 265 

	29
	Wed, 4/6
	Greenwashing, choice editing

	30
	Fri, 4/8
	Catch up and review

	
	
	

	
	Week 12
	Carbon usage

	31
	Mon, 4/11
	Exam 2

	
	Wed, 4/13
	Quest Day, no class

	32
	Fri, 4/15
	· Reducing your carbon footprint, 273 – 290 

	
	
	

	
	Week 13
	Fossil fuels and oil jitters

	33
	Mon, 4/18
	· Oil Jitters, 297 – 313

	34
	Wed, 4/20
	Oil and geopolitics

Introduce climate simulation

	
	Fri, 4/22
	No classes

	
	
	

	
	Week 14
	Climate Simulation

	35
	Mon, 4/25
	Simulation in class

	36
	Wed, 4/27
	Simulation in class

	37
	Fri, 4/29
	Simulation in class

	
	
	

	
	Week 15
	Local Environmental Politics

	38
	Mon, 5/2
	IMBY – nuclear power and waste

· ERES : incinerator Oswego

	39
	Wed, 5/4
	Pollution

· Dealing with brownfields

	40
	Fri, 5/6
	Conclusions

	
	
	

	
	Mon, May 9th
	Final Exam 2 – 4 


� This section is from the Office of Learning Services website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.oswego.edu/academics/support/OLS/writingc.html" ��http://www.oswego.edu/academics/support/OLS/writingc.html�) accessed 1/5/07





